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fire in the parking lot. Shoppers
stood around staring in disbe-
lief.

“There were people all over
the place basically stunned by
the whole thing,” Bloomquist
said. “It was just chaos. Three
cars were on fire. Nobody knew
what was going on.”

No one was injured in the ex-
plosion, but a woman and a
child entering the store just
barely escaped danger, Bloom-
quist said.

“They just missed being caught
by this thing,” he said.

The incident in the Ames park-
ing lot was not the first bombing
that communities in the northern
end of Chester County had expe-
rienced in the first months of
2000, nor would it be the last. A
period of local terrorism began
when a car exploded in an East
Pikeland parking lot on March
29, 2000. The explosion — caused
by a pipe bomb — was the first of
several Phoenixville area bomb-
ings over the course of 20
months. (See related timeline.)

Roughly 13 bombs, of which
six detonated, are considered to
be the work of the so-called
“Suburban Bomber.” Also inter-
twining over the months were
numerous hoaxes.

After the first explosion, law en-
forcement agencies — local, county,
state and federal — quickly started
working together to determine
who the bomber was. An investiga-
tive task force was formed and its
members set up shop in the area.
At one point, roughly 20 investiga-
tors were on the case.

No one has ever been arrested
or charged with the bombings.

While no one was injured or
killed in the bombings, the
bombs were intense enough to
cause a significant sense of

alarm in the community, accord-
ing to Chief Chester County De-
tective Albert L. DiGiacomo.

“This was always looked at as
an extremely serious series of in-
cidents that could have easily
caused death,” DiGiacomo said.
“There was no expense that was
not contributed to this. We al-
ways assumed the next incident
could’ve been catastrophic.”

Officials conducted hundreds
of interviews. One incident
alone could require 100 inter-
views, DiGiacome said.

Chester County Detective
Frank Martin,

and overtime, the investigation
put a strain on officers.

“It was just frustrating. And a
small department like ours, it just
put a tremendous amount of
stress on us to solve this thing,
and we just couldn’t do it,” said
Bloomquist, who was chief for 10
years.

In 2001, detectives received
new evidence — two letters that
the Suburban Bomber sent to
The Phoenix, a sister newspaper
of the Daily Local News based in
Phoenixville. The newspaper re-
ceived the first letter in March

2001, which ap-
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investigation was
also pulled to-
gether for reluc-
tant witnesses, Martin said. Why
they were reluctant was un-
known, he said.

“We were trying to ascertain
information,” Martin said. “A lot
of times when you have
bombers, it’s very difficult to
find them.”

Investigators also started dea-
ling with copycats and hoaxes
once the media coverage grew,
Martin said. On top of that, inves-
tigators dealt with false leads,
like when a girlfriend who was
mad at her boyfriend claimed he
was the Suburban Bomber.

“There were just so many
people we talked to. I mean
countless, countless people,”
Martin said.

The bombings also took their
toll on the East Pikeland Police
Department, which at the time
had nine officers. With stakeouts

cluded a name,
address and tele-
phone number of
a person who lived in walking-
distance from the shopping
centers, where some of the
bombings occurred. The man
named said at the time he did
not know why he was mentioned
in the letter.

“Beware of bombs making big
noise Blow-Out!” the letter
stated. “Every family has its
values, principles and standards
that all members are expected to
uphold. Excellence in family ... A
powder keg waiting to explode.”

The letter was turned over to
the Bomb Task Force for analy-
sis.

detective

The bomber “was clearly
reaching out,” DiGiacomo said.
Investigators believe  the

bomber was a local man who
worked alone, based on the loca-
tion of the bombs and their com-
ponents, detectives said. In June

2002, the task force released a
sketch of a suspect. The suspect
was described as a white male in
his 20s or early 30s. The sketch
initially generated numerous
leads, but not arrests.

As years have gone by the in-
vestigation has slowed. The task
force’s office in the Phoenixville
office closed down in 2006. And
the number of leads coming in
has diminished.

“People’s memories of the inci-
dents themselves have become
latent,” DiGiacomo said.

But local detectives and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
said the investigation is still on-
going. Any similar incidents that
happen elsewhere in the country
are compared to the bombings
here, investigators said.

“Any information that comes
into this office is certainly run
down. This case is not closed,” said
John Hageman, ATF special agent
and public information officer.

DiGiacomo said cases like the
Suburban Bomber are particu-
larly difficult to solve because
the nature of the crime is differ-
ent — no obvious motive and no
eyewitnesses.

“There were millions and mil-
lions of dollars that were liter-
ally dedicated to the investiga-
tion of the Unabomber, and it re-
sulted in no arrest, until his
brother recognized his handwrit-
ing” in the New York Times, Di-
Giacomo said.

If the Suburban Bomber is
ever caught, he will face federal
charges. The state statute of lim-
itations for the crimes ran out in
2006, Martin said.

While the investigation is ongo-
ing, Bloomquist is surprised that
no one has been arrested for the
local bombings.

“I thought by now that some-
body would be talking about it,”
he said.

To contact staff writer Jennif-
er Miller, send an e-mail to
Jmialler@dailylocal.com.

MARCH 29, 2000 — 8:12 p.m.
A bomb blew up a car in the parking lot of Tarry-
towne Hardware, Schuykill Road, East Pikeland.

APRIL 8, 2000

Another bomb detonated and destroyed a vehicle
at Tarrytowne Hardware.

APRIL 27, 2000

A bomb detonated in a Dumpster in Gallagher’s
Tavern parking lot, Schuylkill Road, East Vincent.

JUNE 8, 2000

A bomb destroyed a vehicle in the Ames depart-
ment store parking lot, Schuykill Road, East Pike-

land.

AUG. 23, 2000

Bomb detonated and damaged a vehicle in the
Westridge Development, Westridge Drive, Phoenix-

ville.

NOV. 8, 2000

Bomb found on the windshield of a parked car on
West Debbie Lane in the Quail Crossing develop-
ment. It did not detonate.

NOV. 28, 2000

A live device was found, but did not detonate on
Mockingbird Lane, Phoenix Mobile Home Park,

Schuylkill.

DEC. 12,2000

A maintenance worker found three live devices at
O'Grady’s Restaurant, Schuylkill Road, East Pike-
land, then carried them to Green Street, Royersford
before reporting it. No detonation.

FEB. 10, 2001

A bomb found at Our Lady of America Shopping
Center on Lewis Road, Limerick Township. Device
detonated by the bomb unit.

FEB. 10, 2001

A bomb found at a shopping center on Lewis
Road, Limerick Township. Device detonated by

bomb unit.

NOV. 20, 2001

An explosive device was detonated by authorities
on Emory Lane, off Church Hill Road, in East Vin-

cent.
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ON THE GO KIDS, INC.

Student Transportation Providers
140 Wallace Avenue
Downingtown, PA 19335

On The Go Kids is seeking qualified school bus drivers and
aides for the 2007-2008 school year. We currently have openings
in our small school bus division (24 - 30 passenger capacity).
Each route guarantees a minimum of 4 hours daily Monday -

Friday. Our school district customers include the Coatesville,
Downingtown, Tredyffrin/ Easttown and West Chester Area School

a
AUTO TRADER
DRIVERS NEEDED to deliver
to convenience stores in Ches.
Co. Reliable auto needed,
Fridays only. IC status.
866-770-5286 ext.495.

BOOKKEEPER - PT
for insurance agency in WC.
Call 610-429-1310

Districts. Wages are competitive and based on years of industry
cASE WORKER experience. We offer CDL training, medical benefits,
WANTED prescription coverage and vision care.
Open Door International of [ Call us today for more information about the various opportunities

Reading, PA. has an immediate [available with
opening for a bi-lingual SWAN.
Trained & Experienced Adoption
Case worker. Please be prepared
to preform family & child profiles
along with completing child
preparations according to the high
standards established by SWAN.
Fax _rlesume to: 407-381-3402 or
email:

Eschubert@opendoorintl.com
CNA, HHA’S

Agency seeking CNA’s/ HHA's
with transportation. FT/PT.
Call 866-692-2447

ON THE GO KIDS, INC.
(610) 2(7]2-7787

SALES SERVICES SUPERVISOR

Resp inc: supervising daily order processing functions,
performance of Sales Services Liaisons w/ in the framework of
established policies & procedures. Frontline training & coaching,
scheduling, supporting dept staff in cust. & sales rep contacts,
ensuring accuracy of cust. Info. in the operating system.
Implement & interpret new & exist policies/ procedures to staff, &
stocking order review.

AA & 3-5 yrs. Exp. Pref'd. Exc. telephone & interpersonal skills w/
attn to detail req. Candidates must have the ability to work
independently within time deadlines. Exp. with MS Office req’d.
Great Plains system exp a plus. Forward resume to:

ORTHOVITA HR DEPT
717 Great Valley Pkwy
Malvern, PA 19355
FAX: 610-640-9206
Email: jointheteam@orthovita.com

Desktop Support
and Training
Coordinator

Lancaster-Lebanon 1U13 is
seeking an individual to
provide supervision and
management of  desktop
hardward/ software,
telephone  services  and
technology training. Provide
technical support services
via helpdesk for internal [U13

Graphic Design Computer Lab Assistant
8:00 am - 4:30 pm, M-F - min starting salary $12.89/hour.
Requires BFA in Graphic Design or equivalent experience.
Maintains two networked MAX labs; must have knowledge of Mac
0S X, graphic design software, Adobe Creative Suite,
Dreamweaver, Flash, HTML, XHTML, scanning, file formats,
Internet browsers and various utilities. Visit our website at
www.dccc.edu/hr/jobs for more info. Please submit or fax
610-359-4158) cover letter, resume, transcripts, and contact info

staff. Bachelor’s Degree in a
related field; or Associates

Degree with additionbal tech- gor three references to Delaware County Community College, 901

nical training. A minimum of
three years technology expe-
rience and two plus years
management  experience.
Please apply to: Lancas-
ter-Lebanon 1U13, 1020 New
Holland Avenue, Lancaster,
PA 17601. Fax: 717-606-
1996.

www.iu13.org EOE

South Media Line Road, Media, PA 19063 EOE

Program Assistant - Chester County Alliance
FT - 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, M - F w/ variable hrs at times. Minimum
starting salary $11.72/ hr. Provide administrative support for the
department. Duties include customer svc, registration, database
management and assistance with GED Test Ctr. Candidate must be
detail oriented, proficient in MS Office Suite, knowledge of Banner
system preferred; travel among various College campuses req’d;
minimum Associates degree with 2 yrs admin exp. or HS diploma
with 5 yrs admin exp. Please fax (610-359-4158) or send cover
letter, resume, letters of reference (2) to Delaware County
EgrEnmunity College 901 S. Media Line Road, Media, PA 19063

DISPATCHERS
Starting at $13.58/ hour
TransCare Ambulance
is hiring FT/PT Dispatchers.
Excellent benefits package.
Visit our location at
306 W. Central Ave., Paoli or
Email resume to
paulinee@transcarepa.com
EOE/ W/ M/ DV

Sales Assoc/

Fashion Show Asst.
FT/PT Womens high end clothing
houtique in Paoli. Exp’d pref'd.
Call Karen: 610-647-5055

SNOW PLOW
SUB CONTRACTORS

Needed for up coming season.
Must have reliable equipment.
For Exton & Surrounding
Areas. Call (610)363-1028

TIG WELDER

Call 610-466-1440

TRACTORS - FLAT BEDS -
BOX TRUCKS

Fast paced bld. materials dis-
tributor seeks Class A/B driv-
ers. Local PA-NJ-DE delivery
area. Comp. wages, benefits
and 401K. Please forward re-
sume or fill out applicaiton in
person at: 515 S. Bolmar
Street, West Chester, PA

KITCHEN HELP
Offering $10-$12/hr
Rest. located on Rt 100 in
Exton, b/t Rt 30 & 113. Seek-
ing Line Cooks. FT/PT Avail.
Public Transporation avail.
#204. Call 610-363-0521

o SERVERS,FT/PT e
Apply within: Baxter’s, 20 Lib-
erty Blvd. Shops of Great Valley.
Call: 610-722-5920

EMT/ PARAMEDICS/
DRIVERS

TransCare is hiring EMTs $11.75 -
$13.50, Paramedics $20 - $23 w/
$1500 sign on bonus for FT and
Drivers $9 to start. FT and PT
positions available at 12301
McNulty Rd, Unit H, Philadelphia
and 306 W. Central Ave., Paoli.
Must be at least 21 years old.
Competitive benefits package. Call
Pauline at: 610-240-8626 or

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST - FT

Bright, motivated person. Min. 1
year recent medical office exp.
Outstanding people/ phone
skills. Computerized appt.
sched, data entry. 3rd Party Ins.
Pleasant working cond. Compe-
titve sal. Exc bnfts. Submit
resume to Administrator,
Suite 1 B-A, 915 0Id Fern Hill Rd
West Chester PA 19380
or Fax 610-429-1943 or
email chinman@ccortho.com

Paramedic - ALS

‘e-mail resume to:
paulinee@transcarepa.com

EOE/ W/ M/ D Coordinator 19382, Attn: Tim.
24 Hour Shifts
($20.00 to $23.00 to start) F/T MEDICAL
Fahrication Competitive benefits package. RECORDS CLERK

. Work as a paramedic on Busy practice in West Chester
Mechanic MICU, coordinate ALS activities,  seeks bright,motivated person
Y and serve as a medical liaison for filing & clerical duties. Must

Full Time Assembly to the Medical Director. be detail-oriented. Prior exp.
Position for W.C. TransCare Ambulance helpful, but not nec. Salary &

306 West Central Avenue
Paoli, PA 19301
Call (610) 240-8626 or email
resume to:
paulinee@transcare.com
EOE/ W/ M/ D

To See Your Ad Appear In

“HOT OFF THE PRESS”

610-696-7000

Benefits. Forward resume to
Administrator, Suite 1 B-A,
915 0Id Fern Hill Rd.
West Chester PA. 19380
or Fax 610-429-1943 or
email chinman@ccortho.com

Equip Co. Inclds benefits
Pipe & metal assembly work.
Experience necessary.
Electrical a plus.
Call Phil: 610-692-5650
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Steve Myhr, of Spring City,
works in the plaza. While he
didn’t live in the area during
the series of bombings, he
said he does remember hear-
ing the stories.

“It’s kind of surprising, be-
cause it’s not something
you’d expect. It’s not a robbe-
ry or a shooting, it’s a bomb-
ing, which is a little unusu-
al,” Myhr said. “It was kind
of weird to have that
happen.”

A customer in the plaza,
pharmacist Steven Boyd of
Morgantown, said he worked
at a Royersford drug store
during the days of the Subur-
ban Bomber. While working
there, the store dealt with
several bomb threats, he
said.

Today, Boyd is concerned.
“I'm pretty upset that noth-
ing was really finalized, no
one was arrested,” Boyd
said.

While some local residents
are curious about the bomb-
ing investigation and who
the bomber could be, some
would rather the issue not be
covered by local media.

Cindy Ramsey, a body ther-
apist from Spring City, is re-
lieved the bombings have
stopped. But she believes it's
best to leave the incidents
out of the news since the
bombings have stopped.

“If it’s not happening, leave
it alone,” Ramsey said.

East Pikeland Police Chief
James Franciscus, who be-

Accepting New
Customers

Service Contracts
Available

FUEL OIL, INC.

e

Our Crab Cakes
“Best of Main Line”
2007

and now
“Best Entree”

WC Festival
WCDISH.com

-Thank You-

Parkway Shopping Center

929 S. High St. West Chester

e 610-430-7777
L Open 7 Days @

0403263

came chief in 2002, said oc-
casionally he is approached
by residents who look for in-
vestigation updates. Res-
idents also want to know
why the bombings suddenly
stopped.

Franciscus said he tells res-
idents that many things
could have happened. The
bomber could be active in
the military, in jail, or even
dead, he said. The bomber
could have moved or been
scared off by the investiga-
tion, too, he said.

But Franciscus assures res-
idents that the investigation
continues. And he can tell,
regardless of why, residents
are relieved that the bomb-

ings have stopped.

“I can hear the sense of re-
lief in their voices. They're
happy that, for whatever rea-
son, they don’t have to live
with that fear anymore,” he
said.

Today the East Pikeland
Police Department has 10 of-
ficers. Franciscus said the
bombings are still very much
on the minds of officers as
they patrol each day.

“It’s not something that we
forget about. We still think
about it. We still talk about
it,” he said.

To contact staff writer
Jennifer Miller, send an e-
mail to Jmiller@dazlylo-
cal.com.
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Pennsylvania

Daily Number (Sept. 22):
9-9-6

(Day: 1-2-2)

Big 4 (Sept. 22): 9-3-94
(Day: 7-0-6-8)

Cash 5 (Sept. 22):
04-22-31-36-39

Treasure Hunt (Sept. 22):
01-10-19-26-30

Match 6 (Sept. 22):
7-21-24-37-38-43

Mix & Match (Sept. 20):
01-15-03-07-04
Powerball (Sept. 22):
04-09-18-43-55
Powerball: 03
Powerplay: 3

Delaware

Play 3 (Sept. 22): 9-8-9
(Day: 3-5-7)

Play 4 (Sept. 22): 7-5-1-7
(Day: 0-0-4-9)

Multi-Win Lotto (Sept. 21):
04-07-08-15-24-33

New Jersey

Pick 3: (Sept. 22): 4-9-0
(Day: 8-0-2)

Pick 4: (Sept. 22): 7-2-1-9
(Day: 2-4-9-0)

Jersey Cash 5 (Sept. 22):
02-10-32-37-40

Pick 6 (Sept. 20):
10-12-29-39-44-48

Mega Millions (Sept. 21):
05-21-23-33-45

Mega Ball: 43

All numbers unofficial until validated.

Sports Hotline (.95 per minute)

Callers under 18 must ha

HOTLINE NUMBERS

Voice Introduction Personals (FREE)

Horse Racing Hotline (.95 per minute)
Joyce Jillson Horoscope (.99 per minute)
Live Astrologers (2.99 per minute)

(800) 797-8343
(900) 268-6822
(900) 268-6822
(900) 737-5692
(900) 407-3001
ve parental permission.

ADVENTURE BEGINS

WHEN YOU LEARN TO READ

Every new adventure for your pre-K child
Leaming to read is one of the greatest adventu

Explore the possibliities today with StartingPalnts™ -- a pre-K reading program,

Call today for a FREE Session!

Mo obligation = Week of 9/24
Broarmall Chester
Lawrence Park Shopping Center 1213 Central Avenue
610.355.7600 610.490.0800
Drexel Hil Exion
2316 Garrett Road Festival at Exton
pre-k 610.626.3100 610.363.9440
= 'V'Iﬂl?.d 1K 3 -
4. Starting Kggmgmggﬂmﬂmt&

Points*

ls & starting point to thelr development.
res for chiddren to make exciting discoveries.

www.knowledgepoints.com

610-696-1775
The main switchboard is open from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.

610-430-1122 or 800-456-6397
Business news: 610-430-1126

County news:  610-430-1195
Features: 610-430-1125
Obituaries: 610-430-1188
Opinion Page: 610-430-1129
Sports News:  610-430-1179

The newsroom is staffed 8 a.m. to
12:30 a.m. on weekdays and 3 p.m. to
12:30 a.m. on weekends and holidays.
Obituary deadline is 7 p.m. on weekdays
and 4 p.m. on weekends and holidays.

610-430-1172 or 800-568-2472
E-mail circserve@dailylocal.com
Home-delivered newspapers should

arrive by 6:30 a.m. Monday through Sat-
urday and 7:30 on Sunday. If you do not
receive your newspaper and call us by
10:30 a.m. daily or 11 a.m. Sunday, we
will deliver one to you on the same day.
For improved customer service,
please use our new e-mail address: circ-
serve@dailylocal.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

610-696-7000 or 800-568-7355
Weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

610-430-1134
Weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FAX NUMBERS

Main Fax: 610-430-1180
Newsroom: 610-430-1194
Display Advertising: 610-430-1190

http://www.dailylocal.com

Please e-mail us using the following addresses:
advertising@dailylocal.com
arts@dailylocal.com
business@dailylocal.com
classified@dailylocal.com
closetohome@dailylocal.com
circserv@dailylocal.com
features@dailylocal.com
letters@dailylocal.com
living@dailylocal.com
localsports@dailylocal.com
news@dailylocal.com
obits@dailylocal.com
photo@dailylocal.com
production@dailylocal.com
sections@dailylocal.com
sports@dailylocal.com
sportsandrec@dailylocal.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Newsstand: Daily: $.50 Sunday $1.75
HOME DELIVERY

for 26 weeks, $160.55 for 52 weeks.

Daily/Sunday: $6.75 aweek; $175.50 for 26 weeks.
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Daily
Local News, 250 N. Bradford Ave., West
Chester, PA 19382-2800. Periodical postage
paid at West Chester, Pa. (ISSN: 0163-3082)

© 2007, Daily Local News. No reproduc-
tion or reuse of material without the permis-
sion of the Daily Local News is permitted. All
rights reserved. To request permission to re-
print material from this newspaper, contact
the managing editor at 610-430-1197.

The Daily Local News is published by
Journal Register Company.
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